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Mrs Frost’s Message
Dear families
This is the 4th time I have tried to put this message together and each time further restrictions have
stopped me mid-sentence! This current extension has made further shifting of exams almost
impossible and seen the cancellation of Presentation Evening. The days and weeks of planning
brought to nothing! This lack of outcome – lack of achievement has made 2021 much harder to bare
than 2020! BUT I am fairly tenacious and there is always a silver lining and something positive to keep
us going. Opening my zoom classes each day and seeing the faces of our beautiful students, working
on new things and trying to keep them achieving and motivated; something of substance, a goal to
attain is so important and keeps me sane and able to continue!
In the small window of time between lockdowns much was achieved, showing just how amazing our
students are and how much this school can influence our students lives so positively! The SFD
competitions in the first week of the holidays were a huge success and I was blown away by the
standard of performance despite having just come out of lockdown! This was followed by a busy and
successful week of exam prep before more disruptions saw the postponement of jazz exams and then
a window in which we ran a full day of exams – such a great feeling and wonderful to experience the
excitement of the candidates!
Now as extensions loom I have turned my mind to concert and the hope that we will achieve this
celebration of our 60th anniversary!
Stay safe everyone
Warm regards
Mrs Frost

Presentation Evening Cancellation
Unfortunately, our normal presentation night has had to be cancelled. We would not be able to hold
the event on such short notice if lock down is lifted on 2nd September and rebooking the venue and
picking a time to work with other events is not possible at this stage. So we are moving on with
preparing for our 2021 Concert!
We will present awards for 2021 in some capacity, whether that is in conjunction with our end of year
concert or a separate event like a picnic as we did in 2020, but we need to wait to see what the next
few weeks/months hold.

Thank you’s
A very big thankyou to all the families that have assisted us during the school holiday classes and
exam time (well one weekend anyway). As a not for profit group we really appreciate all the help that
is provided by families, whether it is supervision of children, cooking food or helping get the studios
clean and tidy. We would not be able to operate without all this wonderful help, so thank you!

SFD Competitions
Congratulations to every competitor, all the coaches and the families who supported them! Also to the
SFD for running such a smooth running, safe and joyful event.
COMPETITORS: Abigail Bouchier-Jafari – Allyrah Williams - Amber Fan – Amelia Suidgeest – Annabelle
Wong - Charlotte Callanan – Chloe Wallace – Ella Odom - Emma Callanan – Emily Sutherland Georgia Morrison – Grace Morgante – Hayley Snowball – Isabelle Lee – Jade Hoogendoorn – Julia
Ting - Katherine Mende – Laura Young – Lilliana Gwynne - Mia Harrington – Millie Wood – Molly Zhou
– Natalia Gwynne - Odelia Chan – Sarah Hudson
PLACINGS:
1ST PLACE
3RD PLACE
Millie Wood (demi character) –
Amelia Suidgeest (tap)
Emma Callanan and Amelia Suidgeest (tap duo)
Amber Fan (classical)
Abiigail Bouchier-Jafari (lyrical)
Odelia Chan (neo)
Millie Wood (jazz)
Katherine Mende (Major classical scholarship)
Millie Wood (classical)
Emily Sutherland (classical)
Mia Harrington (neo)
Georgia Morrison (classical)
Emma Callanan (demi character)
Grace Morgante (neo)
Hayley Snowball (classical)
Hayley Snowball (neo)
Laura Young (classical)
Katherine Mende (jazz)
HONOURABLE MENTION
Allyrah Williams and Ella Odom (neo duo)
ND
2 PLACE
Charlotte Callanan (neo)
Lilliana and Natalia Gwynne (neo duo)
Sarah Hudson (lyrical)
Emma Callanan and Amelia Suidgeest (jazz
Grace Morgante (lyrical)
duo)
Emma Callanan (tap)
Katherine Mende (neo)
Odelia Chan (jazz)
Katherine Mende (tap)
Amelia Suidgeest (neo)
Mia Harrington (jazz)
Emma Callanan (neo)
Mia Harrington (classical)
Julia Ting (classical)
Millie Wood (neo)
Amelia Suidgeest (classical)
Chloe Wallace (neo)
Katherine Mende (demi character)
Hayley Snowball (Demi Character)
Abigail Bouchier-Jafari (jazz)
Grace Morgante (Jazz)
Chloe Wallace (Jazz)
SPECIAL MENTION
Annabelle Wong (tap)
Emily Sutherland (neo)
Charlotte Callanan (demi character)
Katherine Mende (classical)
Charlotte Callanan (classical)

Term 4 fees
At this stage it looks like most of term 3 will be online! Whilst this is not our preferred option we are
grateful that we are still able to continue to provide all our dance classes online to our students and
are able to continue to employ our wonderful staff.
In recognition of the time online and as a result of receiving some government assistance, the
committee have discussed what options we have available and will be offering a 10% discount on fees
for Term 4. We know that this has been a difficult time for many families and teachers, and we
appreciate the continued support from everyone. This discount will be automatically applied to all
reenrolments in Term 4.
We are also aware that some families may be experiencing financial hardship during this time. If this is
the case I would encourage you to contact me directly either via email carolyncallanan@hotmail.com
or via phone 0413 306 386 so that we can assist where possible.

Enrolment/Invoice - Reminders
Just a couple of reminders regarding invoices and enrolment details:
• All changes to enrolment details must be submitted on a ‘Change of enrolment form’ available
online or at the studios, and emailed to office@ringwoodballet.org.au
• When paying fees directly to our bank account, please use your invoice number as a reference
and your child’s surname. Do not use your surname, if it is different from your child’s.
• Any enrolment that is cancelled once the term has commenced will be refunded on a prorata
basis, less the admin fee.
• If your child is not attending a class either at the studios or online please email or call the office
so that we can let the teachers know.

Fundraising
Term 2 – Cadbury Chocolates
Thank you to all the families that took home 1 or more boxes of chocolates to sell for our Term 2
Fundraiser which was Cadbury Chocolates. We still have a few boxes left as we have been in and out
of lockdown, so if you think you could sell another box next time we are at the studios please let the
office know. Also, if you still have not returned your Cadbury money could you please do so ASAP.
60th Anniversary Afternoon Tea
This year we celebrate the 60th year of the Ringwood Ballet Group! To celebrate this occasion we are
organising an afternoon tea so that we can enjoy a social gathering of past and present students,
teachers and members. Time and date are set out below and tickets/RSVP details will be available
soon, so please save the date!
Date: Sunday 17th October
Time: 2.00pm – 5.00pm
Tickets and RSVP: TBA

*** All details COVID permitting!
Matinee Performance of ‘Nutcracker’
The Ringwood Ballet Group have again been successful in obtaining a community grant through the
Maroondah City Council to provide a free performance of our 2021 Ballet Production ‘The Nutcracker’
at our Thursday matinee session. The community groups we target for the free performance include
the under privileged, disadvantaged and elderly in our community. If there are any groups in our
community that you feel would fit into the free performance please contact Carolyn on
carolyncallanan@hotmail.com so that we can provide information to all relevant groups.

Concert tops and RBG Varsity Jackets
We are going ahead with our tops for this year’s concert and an order form has been attached at the
end of this newsletter. Forms and payment are due back by Saturday 4th September 2021. (Design
below)

Another order will also be placed for the RBG Varsity Jackets. I need a minimum of 10 jackets to place
an order, so if interested please let the office know. The jackets do take a minimum of 6 weeks ONCE
ordered, so they would make a great Christmas Present!

Cov-interviews

What’s your name?
Isabella Spiros
What level are you currently in?
Level 1
How long have you been at RBG?
2 Years
What is your favourite dance style?
I like all three dance styles – Classical Tap and Jazz
What is your favourite concert dance/ballet/role?
The Nutcracker
Dancer you look up to?
Miss Amelia, Miss Emma and Miss Grace
What do you like to do outside of dancing?
Tennis and Arts and Crafts
Can you share 1 pro and 1 con of dancing online?
Pro – Not having to leave my home
Con – Missing my friends and seeing the teachers.

What’s your name?
Lilliana Gwynne
What level are you currently
in?
Level 6 Ballet
How long have you been at
RBG?
We have been at Ringwood
ballet since 2014 and in total
7 years dancing.
What is your favourite dance
style?
My favourite dance style is
Ballet and l really enjoy my
teachers and learning
from them especially Mrs Frost who has
so much knowledge and experience to share.
What is your favourite concert dance/ballet/role?
I really enjoyed my first concert which was Hansel and
Gretel in 2014 and it's so much fun going back and
looking at how tiny l was on stage.
Dancer you look up to? (middle/senior only?)
I look up to all the boys and girls who have gone
through Ringwood Ballet and gone further in
their dance career and achieved so much like the
Australian ballet and that makes me proud to be a part
of our dance family.
What do you like to do outside of dancing?
I like running,playing sports especially netball and
learning to play the piano in my spare time.
Can you share 1 pro and 1 con of dancing online?
The cons of dancing is to battle the nerves when it
comes to exam times and trying to focus on doing well
and the pro's are I get to express who I am through
dancing because all my emotions come out and It's
like I'm dancing alone on stage.

What’s your name?
Natalia Gwynne
What level are you
currently in?
Level 6 Ballet
How long have you
been at RBG?
We have been at Ringwood
ballet since 2014 and in total
7 years
dancing.
What is your favourite dance
style?
My favorite dance style is Tap
because l love the funky music and
it's fun to dance to and my teacher is cool,
What is your favourite concert dance/ballet/role?
My favorite concert was the Gala concert last year to
celebrate 60 years of Ringwood Ballet.
Dancer you look up to? (middle/senior only?)
I love watching all the seniors and how talented they are
when they dance and get to express their unique styles
and talents
What do you like to do outside of dancing?
I love watching my favorite TV shows on netflix, being
active and playing sports and spending time with my
family.
Can you share 1 pro and 1 con of dancing online?
The pro's for dancing is getting to see my friends at
dance. It makes my time so much fun and the cons can
be stressful around concert time but they are good
nerves.

What’s your name?
Bridget Hayman
What level are you currently in?
Advanced 1
How long have you been at RBG?
This is my 14th year at RBG.
What is your favourite dance style?
Ballet and Contemporary.
What is your favourite concert dance/ballet/role?
My favourite ballet is The Nutcracker. I love the Sugarplum Fairy solo
and the dance of the Snowflakes. All the music in The Nutcracker is
really pretty and the costumes are beautiful.
Dancer you look up to? (middle/senior only?)
I look up my fellow senior students and all the teachers at RBG
as they continue to push me to improve each day. I also look
up to Benedicte Bemet from the Australian Ballet.
What do you like to do outside of dancing?
Outside of dancing I like to catch up with my friends and spend time with my family.
Can you share 1 pro and 1 con of dancing online?
Dancing online has given me a change to work on my technique and alignment which has been really beneficial. A
con of online classes is that I haven’t been able to see anyone in a while and dancing in the studios with all my
friends and seeing my teachers face to face is always better than through a screen, but I am really grateful that we
have found a way to continue to. Do what we all love through some really challenging times this year and last.

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY -2021
SEPTEMBER

SATURDAY 4TH
SATURDAY 18Th
SUNDAY 19TH ONWARDS

Presentation Day/Evening CANCELLED
End of Term 3
Southern Dance Festival Starts

MONDAY 4TH
SUNDAY 10TH
SUNDAY 17TH

Start of Term 4
SFD Choreographic Competition
60TH Anniversary Celebration

MONDAY 1ST
TUESDAY 2ND
SUNDAY 7TH
SATURDAY 13TH
SUNDAY 14TH
FRIDAY 19TH
SAT 20TH – SUN 21ST
MONDAY 22ND
WEDNESDAY 24TH
SAT 27TH - SUN 28TH
MONDAY 29th

No Classes
Cup Day – NO CLASSES
Concert Tickets go on Sale
Last day of ALL Saturday classes
Senior Ballet Combined Rehearsal*
Last day of ALL regular weekday classes
Senior Ballet Combined Rehearsals*
Junior Ballet Combined Rehearsal*
Junior Ballet Combined Rehearsal*
Senior Ballet Combined Rehearsals*
Junior Ballet Combined Rehearsals*

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

WEDNESDAY 1ST
Junior Ballet Combined Rehearsals*
SATURDAY 4TH
Senior Ballet Combined Rehearsal*
SUNDAY 5TH
Full Dress Rehearsal and Photo Day– Community Centre**
MONDAY 6TH
Final Senior Open Class and Theatre Bump-in
TUESDAY 7TH
Full Dress/Technical Rehearsal - Junior Ballet, Jazz, Tap, Contemporary, Character
WEDNESDAY 8TH
Full Dress/Technical Rehearsal – Feature Ballet**
THURSDAY 9TH
11am Matinee – Feature Ballet Only
THURSDAY 9TH
7pm Performance
FRIDAY 10TH
7pm Performance
SATURDAY 11T
12.30pm Performance
SATURDAY 11TH
7pm Performance
*These rehearsals replace regular classes in these weeks.
**These rehearsals are COMPULSORY. Failure to attend will result in being withdrawn from the production.

2021
Optional Jacket orders –
Varsity style

/

Ringwood Ballet has an optional jacket, designed to be worn to and from class, and also to be
worn by students at external events, such as competitions, master classes and workshops.
THIS UNIFORM IS NOT COMPULSORY.
All orders must be placed using this form and must be accompanied by PAYMENT.

Please return by: Saturday 4th September. No late orders will be accepted. Jackets will
take approximately 6 weeks.

Student Name: _________________________________________
Name on Jacket:_________________________________________
JACKET – all sizes - $75.00
CHILD Sizes:

6

8

10

12

14

XS

S

M

L

XL

Quantity:
ADULT Sizes:
Quantity:
*A picture of the jacket and size chart are available to view at the studios.

Total Payment: $ ____________
Paid by:

CASH

Receipt number: ___________________
CHEQUE

CREDIT/EFTPOS

....................................................................................".............................................................................
Name:.................................................................................................

Payment for Varsity Jacket

Total Payment: $ ____________

Receipt number: ___________________

Paid by: CASH/CHEQUE/CARD

RBG Top Order Form 2021
The tops come in four styles – a loose cotton style, a form fitting spandex style an action
back singlet style and mens singlet.

The cost is $20.00 per top.
Please pay for your order when you return this form to the bank details below:
Ringwood Ballet Group
BSB: 633 000
Acc No.: 150 949 469
Ref: CHILDS SURNAME
Please return order form via email to office@ringwoodballet.org.au by: Saturday 4th
September
Tops not paid for will NOT be ordered. No late orders will be accepted.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Student Name: _______________________________________________________________
Contact number: _______________________ Student Ballet Grade: ____________________
T Shirt (Loose fitting) – circle the required size
Adult

Small

Medium

Large

X Large

XX Large

Child

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

Ladies Spandex T Shirt (Tight fitting) – circle the required size
8

10

12

14

Action back gym singlet – circle the required size
8

10

12

14

16

18

Mens singlet – circle the required size
S

M

Total Payment: $ ____________

L

XL

XXL

Date Paid: ___________________

3XL

20

